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A Ahoy! Welcome to another edition of Relative Bear-
__g i ings! We have had a busy year so far and the board
<8 has been working to keep the momentum going.
Now that the cold weather is behind us, I know

some of you are saying “It’s not that cold” some of

_ us have been in Florida long enough and acclimated
- to the nice weather so this winter was COLD. But
that is behind us now so onto doing some boating
and socializing.

On the subject of Boating, we are trying to do a few
things this year focusing on Conservation and Boat-
ing topics. For the conservation, we started with doing a Vertical Oyster Gar-
den workshop with Oysters For My Neighborhood who is a partner of the Flor-
ida CCA. This workshop was to build the Oyster gardens that hang on peo-
ples dock to begin the growth of new oysters by providing a habitat for them
to grow. Once these Oyster gardens grow (about 1 — 2 years) they will be col-
lected and placed in the ICW to replenish the Oyster beds. If you would like
more information or if you missed the event and need a kit to hang on your
dock, please let us know.

Boating Topics. This is a club full of boating enthusiasts that have many in-
teresting stories and experiences, but we all don’t know everything, and we
have a lot of beginning boater and experienced boaters who have never dealt
with some of the conditions we have in Florida. I would love to have a quick
session at each meeting to go over topics that would help everyone and ad-
dress any questions you may have. So I am asking for your input on this. If
there is a question, task, situation you ran into or any boating topic that you
would like us to talk about, please let me or Bob Solm (Fleet Captain) know
and we will begin addressing them. Don’t be afraid to ask, I am sure if you
have a question there are several other members wanting to ask the same
question. So don’t be afraid to ask, you can even put your question anony-
mously in the blue suggestion box and we will address it.

Until next time, stay safe and get out and enjoy some time on the water!

Jim
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Vice Commodore — Nancy Maylum
Vice-Commodore@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

¥ Our March Chili and Cornbread Competition was a fantastic suc-
* cess, and [ want to thank everyone who participated, tasted, and
cheered on our cooks. The chili entries were outstanding this
year, and we’re especially excited that our chili winner is a poten-
tial new member—a wonderful reminder of how our events con-
tinue to bring great people into the fold. The cornbread competi-
tion added a fun new twist, and the friendly rivalry made the

' evening even better.

Looking ahead, please note that our April meeting has been
» moved up to April 9th, and we are still looking for members to
sign up to bring appetizers.

Please click here and sign up so we know how many will be
in attendance

This meeting will also feature fascinators for everyone as we prepare for our upcoming Kentucky

Derby Social on May 2nd at Loopers, beginning at 5:30 PM, with the race scheduled for 6:57 PM.
It’s shaping up to be a festive evening, and your participation, whether through appetizers, Derby
flair, or simply showing up ready for fun—helps make these gatherings so special.
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Rear Commodore — Diane Doner
Rear-Commodore@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

Our March meeting was a great success, as usual . We have some
amazing cooks in our club, and I really enjoyed the chili and corn-
bread.

This month we were able to induct 4 new members! Don and Morgan
Hanrahan, and Pat and Lisa Spatola. Lisa could not make the meet-
ing, but we are so happy she will be part of our group. Welcome to all
of you and looking forward to seeing you at events.

We also had 5 new people attend the meeting. Joe Bellucci, Bernie
and Terese Jacobsen, and Allan and Tammy Robichaux. From what I
saw, everyone was mingling and introducing themselves....I love how
welcoming everyone is in the club. Keep it up when you see new peo-
ple at the events.

If anyone has new people they want to introduce to the club, or if you have any questions,
please reach out, I am happy to help
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Social Director — Jerry Imbriani
Director@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW

Please to be sure to sign up for the events you wish to attend. Sighing
up is very important to the success of the event. The venue needs to
know how many are attending so they can be prepared to accommodate
our group. How many seats to reserve, how many waitresses or assis-
tants are needed, how many cooks in the kitchen, etc.

March Events;

March 7: Oyster Garden Workshop was well attended. Members enjoyed
breakfast and lunch while learning how to grow Oysters for restoration,
which help filter the waterways as a single oyster can clean up to 50
gallons of water per day. Lead: Jim Kelly.

Continued on next Page
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March 14: Blue Springs SP River Adventure, was enjoyed by all who attended. They saw Mana-
tee, numerous bird species, including an eagle, alligators, and other wild critters while cruising
down the St Johns River, and enjoyed a great lunch at Cooks Buffet. Special thanks to Nick and
Jean ward for leading this event.

Coming Soon;

April 10: Be sure to join your FBYC friends at the Chill Bar at the Compass Hotel by Margari-
taville, 5-8pm. Drink, eat and be happy while enjoying a beautiful view of the Atlantic Ocean
and listening to some great music. Lead: Jerry Imbriani

Click here to sign up and get more information

April 16-19: This year’s 3 night away event at Captain Hiram’s Resort in Sebastian Fl. is a popu-
lar waterfront destination featuring a marina, sandbar, good food and live music. Enjoy the
great outdoors, while cruising down the shallow waters of the Intercostal Waterway, on the River
King Eco Tour. There’s still time to sign-up. Lead: Debbie Smith

Continued on next Page
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Social

April 26: Half Day Deep Sea Fishing Trip. Reel in the time of your life aboard the Sea Spirit — Lo-
cated in the Sea Love Marina — Ponce Inlet, Florida. Florida has some of the best deep sea fish-
ing locations in the world! Sign up now at https://seaspiritfishing.com/ to guarantee a spot on
the boat. Lead: Amy Krisanda

May 2: Derby at Loopers Par & Grill. Come join the fun as we eat, drink and watch the Ken-
tucky Derby live with all our FBYC friends. Lead: Nancy Maylum

Click here to sign up and get more information

October 8-11: We added a second 3 night away event at Renegades on the St Johns River, in
Crescent City. This event is a combined Maritime/Social Event. Come by car, boat or RV, for the
day or a 3-day weekend. Rent a pontoon boat, jet skis or a slip for your boat. Enjoy a restau-
rant, Tiki Bar, live bands, swimming pool and a Social Saturday night. All the cabins are rented
but there are other options: lodging nearby, rent an RV or AB&B close by. Come for the day
and join us at the Saturday Social. Lead: Jerry Imbriani

Continued on next Page
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Social

Captain Hiram’s
April 16 - 19

Who’s ready to soak up the fun and hop into April with sunshine, cool breezes, riverside vibes,
and festive cheer!

Here’s the line up at Captain Hiram’s Resort, there is a cover charge for some of these:

Thursday, April 16th at 4pm, the band Hypersona Duo plays at 4pm, or take in a Comedy Show
at 7:30pm in the Tiffany Room.

Friday, April 17th at 3pm is Jeff Marquis, and then Whiskey Trip at 7:30.
Saturday April 18th is Allen Wronko at 3pm, and Back in Business at 7:30

There are two restaurants on the grounds at Captain Hiram’s - The Sandbar and Blackfins. -
Take a look at the menus - they are varied and good. Meet up with fellow FBYC members on
Friday at 4:30pm The Sandbar for a cold beverage and fellowship. Please wear your FBYC
name tags to the various events.

Several of us are going to Nini’s for Cuban food at 925 Village Square Dr (4 minutes from
Hiram’s) on Thursday evening at 5:30pm.

Friday morning several of us are going to a scratch bakery, Sugar Bones Bake Shop at 695 Se-
bastian Blvd - 8 minutes from Hiram’s. The owner, Shelly, worked at Debbie’s bakery in Colum-
bus, Ohio. Meet there around 10:00am.

Saturday at 1 pm is our narrated River King nature cruise on the Indian River. Be at the boat
30 minutes in advance. Bring a small cooler (no glass).

Saturday evening after the boat ride, travel with us as we go to Pareidolia Brewery, 712 Cleve-
land St. (4 minutes from Hiram’s) We will meet there about 5:00pm.

If you signed up for this trip you will be receiving an email with group information. If you did
not let Debbie know you are attending, please text or email and give her a heads up so you can
be included in the group.

In your spare time, you might want to dine at Mo Bay Grill (2 minutes) go to La Porte Farms,
Mel Fisher’s Treasure Museum, there is a heated pool at Hiram’s, a gift shop, kayaks available,
bicycles and stand-up paddle boards. There’s plenty to do!

Continued on next Page




B

Official Publication Of The Flagler Beach Yacht Club, Inc.

Latitude 29.48

Page 8

Longitude 81.13

BOAT & RV SALES

Philip Rahner

904.860.6622
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235 Palm Coast Pkwy., NE, Ste.B
Palm Coast, FL 32137
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Capt. Philip Rahner

s

PLAAR

BOATING LESSONS | CAPTAIN FOR HIRE

904.860.6622 prahner@plaarinc.com
Plaarboating.com
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Fleet Captain — Bob Solms
Fleet-Captain@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

,' s - 3 AHOY!!!! I hope that this newsletter finds all our members enjoying time

. on the water. I wanted to let you all know that on March 9 I had to have
bypass surgery. I would also like to thank everyone for the thoughts and
prayers during my healing process and to the board for taking care of my
duties as Fleet captain. Thank you to Jody Banjak for leading the Mari-
time Event to The Ormand Garage. What a great showing of boats and
members. Our next Maritime Event will be the Blessing of the Fleet on
April 25 followed by a raft up in the Cottonwood Basin.

Click here to sign up for the blessing of the fleet and raft
up. You can sign up for either event or both.

I look forward to seeing everyone at this months Meeting. Look forward to seeing you all on the
water.

Continued on next Page
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Fleet Captain — Bob Solms
Fleet-Captain@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com
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Fleet Captain — Bob Solms
Fleet-Captain@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

How to Beach a Boat: 10 Tips for Anchoring on a Sandbar
Beaching a boat

Simply being on a boat is fun, but where boats can take us to play is even more exciting
and often the whole point of boating. Recreating near beaches and sandbars to camp, raft
up, or give the kids a place to run and play in shallow water is a great way to enjoy a
sunny day—but, while we swim, build sandcastles and picnic on shore, we still have to
keep an eye on the boat.

Beaching a boat 101

Whether you’re cruising on a pontoon and spot an inviting cove, or you’re running the
buoys of a slalom course on your ski boat and want to take a break on shore, beaching a
boat is a quick way to land and relax for a few hours.

Here are the basic steps to safely and successfully beach a boat—and then eventually,
unbeach your boat and head home.

Beaching a Boat: Step-by-Step Guide

Examine the shoreline. How deep is the water and how quickly does it shoal? Is there a
straightforward path of approach with no obstacles; this includes swimmers and snor-
kelers?

Approach slowly. Never throttle hard to get the boat up onto the beach even if you know
the area.

Judge the water depth. If you have a depth sounder, keep an eye on it and know your
draft (see What is Boat Draft? to learn more). If you don’t have sounder, estimate what is
about waist-deep water. Watch for current, especially in a river or breaking waves on the
ocean because both will mess with your landing.

Have a crew member hop in and hold the bow of the boat when waist deep.

Turn off and trim up your engine (outboard or sterndrive). Pull the boat ashore bow
first—this may take more than one person.

Continued on next Page
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Fleet Captain — Bob Solms
Fleet-Captain@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

Turn off and trim up your engine (outboard or sterndrive). Pull the boat ashore bow
first—this may take more than one person.

Always secure your boat. You can do this by walking an anchor up the beach, tying off
to a stake or securing a nearby tree.

Remember, the back of the boat will be heavier due to the weight of the engine, so make
sure that you don’t pull the keel all the way up or it will be tough to leave.

Pull the boat further up once gear and passengers are unloaded; it will be lighter and
can be dragged farther up.

When it’s time to leave, pull the boat free of the shore until it’s floating.

Finally, load up and lower the engine or drive in waist-deep water, have the last of the
crew hop aboard via the swim ladder and back away from shore.

7 Tips for Boating in Shallow Water

Anchoring Near a Sandbar or Beach

Depending on the location, sometimes it’s safer to “beach anchor” with the boat in shal-
low water but not actually touching the sandbar or beach. This generally faces the bow
out to open water, ensuring the boat is facing any waves that could swamp it.

There are a number of techniques to accomplish this, but the basics are similar and are
easier when there is crew to assist. Be sure to have two anchors, or at least an anchor
and a line ready to use before starting (see Types of Anchors: How to Choose the Right
Size Anchor to ensure you have the right equipment before you get started).

Approach in idle. The boat should always remain floating so watch your depth sounder
if you have one.

Run the bow anchor and line aft to a crew member who will place it in the water and let
out the line. They need to keep it away from the propeller as you motor forward toward
the beach.

When you’re in the desired location and depth, tie up the line so the anchor is set and
cleat it off.

Continued on next Page
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Fleet Captain — Bob Solms
Fleet-Captain@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

Always secure your boat. You can do this by walking an anchor up the beach, tying off to
a stake or securing a nearby tree.

Remember, the back of the boat will be heavier due to the weight of the engine, so make
sure that you don’t pull the keel all the way up or it will be tough to leave.

Pull the boat further up once gear and passengers are unloaded; it will be lighter and
can be dragged farther up.

When it’s time to leave, pull the boat free of the shore until it’s floating.

Finally, load up and lower the engine or drive in waist-deep water, have the last of the
crew hop aboard via the swim ladder and back away from shore.

7 Tips for Boating in Shallow Water
Anchoring Near a Sandbar or Beach

Depending on the location, sometimes it’s safer to “beach anchor” with the boat in shal-
low water but not actually touching the sandbar or beach. This generally faces the bow
out to open water, ensuring the boat is facing any waves that could swamp it.

There are a number of techniques to accomplish this, but the basics are similar and are
easier when there is crew to assist. Be sure to have two anchors, or at least an anchor
and a line ready to use before starting (see Types of Anchors: How to Choose the Right
Size Anchor to ensure you have the right equipment before you get started).

Approach in idle. The boat should always remain floating so watch your depth sounder
if you have one.

Run the bow anchor and line aft to a crew member who will place it in the water and let
out the line. They need to keep it away from the propeller as you motor forward toward
the beach.

When you’re in the desired location and depth, tie up the line so the anchor is set and
cleat it off.

When in waist deep water, have the crew member place the stern anchor into the water
on the opposite side where the bow line is. This will keep the lines from tangling and will
help the boat to rotate easier.

Allow the boat to pivot so it’s facing away from the sandbar. Turn off and trim up the en-
gine or drive.

Continued on next Page
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Fleet Captain — Bob Solms
Fleet-Captain@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

The rest of the passengers onboard can also jump in and take the stern anchor up the
beach. Unload the boat of people and gear while in shallow water.

Tie up both the bow and stern lines, which will pull the boat out a little deeper, and it
will float rather than rub on the beach. Both lines should be pulled tight so the boat
stays in place.

To depart, board the boat and let out some forward anchor line.

Have crew pull the boat back a bit, load everyone and everything, and then lift the stern
anchor or untie the stern line.

Pull the boat forward on the bow anchor line, lower the engine or drive, start the engine,
lift the anchor and leave.

Other Factors to Consider When Beaching a Boat
Bottom Conditions

You must know the bottom conditions before approaching any beach. Are there rocks,
gravel, branches or obstacles that could damage the bottom or the propeller? Sand is
abrasive and can damage the gelcoat finish on a hull, while rocks pose a real threat to
both the boat and the engine.

If sand gets into a jet drive, it can also wreak havoc with the engine. If the beach is
sandy but there’s mud below the water, the suction it creates can get a boat stuck fast.

Keep an Eye on the Tides

Understand the tides. If the tide goes out, will you be able to pull the boat back into the
water? If the tide comes in, will your boat float away? Check the boat every hour or so to
ensure it’s not burrowing into the sand.

How to unbeach a boat

Pay Attention to the Wind

Keep an eye on changing wind conditions including strength and direction. The wind can
push the boat up the beach or back into deeper water when you’re not watching.

Continued on next Page
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Fleet Captain — Bob Solms
Fleet-Captain@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

Keep an eye on changing wind conditions including strength and direction. The wind can
push the boat up the beach or back into deeper water when you’re not watching.

If a storm is approaching, you can either decide to depart quickly or stay and secure eve-
rything (see Weather Safety Tips for Boaters). A boat will be safer at anchor during a
storm rather than being pummeled on the beach. Passing boats can even swamp a boat
that has its stern turned out to the water.

Beaching a Boat Overnight

All of the above points really come into play when beaching overnight to camp for exam-
ple. Before you tuck in for the night, take all of the above into consideration, slow down
and pay attention to details so you can just push off, start the engine and be on your
way in the morning.

Excluding alcohol, cannot be
combined with any other offer.

501 N Oceanshore Blvd {A1A)
Flagler Beach

goldenlioncafe.com
(386) 439-3004
FLAGLERS MOST AWARDED RESTAURANT & RAW BAR SINCE 1992
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Fleet Captain — Bob Solms
Fleet-Captain@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

Coasfal Manne
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Boathouses ~Docks~Seawalls ~Dredging

(386) 237-0774 |

!
B111 N1X

CALTOR®

386 283-7338

BilINix4@gmail.com
Palm-Coast-Homes.net

235 Palm Coast Pkwy., NE, Ste.B
Palm Coast, FL. 32137
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Fleet Captain — Bob Solms
Fleet-Captain@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

Website
Maritime Services: ;
Fun Coast Yacht Services Basic Boat Handling Training
g Sea Trial Testing ®
Captain Jim Kelly New to Boating 101
USCG Licensed Boat Deliveries E-Mai
Master 50 Ton Burials at Sea &
Phone: 386-225-6481 Captain for Hire 3

Emait: Captain_sm@Funcoastyachiservicas.com
Captain_sm@ ty BR
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Treasurer — Doris Houslander
Treasurer@FlaglerBeachYachtClub.com

Calculations from the Treasurer

Thank you to Jody Banjak for conducting the audit of our accounts, she found
them to be in satisfactory condition. She took the time to make sure receipts were
handed in and accounting statements matched the bank records. If you would like
to see our accounting sheet in detail please reach out to me.

Sincerely,
Doris Houslander

Need to make a payment?

You can Zelle the club at: treasurer@flaglerbeachvachtclub.com

Remember to include a note as to what your Zelle $$ is for.
Or make your check out to: FBYC

Mail it to: P.O. Box 2065, Flagler Beach, FL 32136 or drop it off at my house, I
have 2 baskets hanging by my front door that you can use. If you opt for my house,
please send me a text and let me know. Thanks!
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Secretary — Kathy Imbriani
Secretarﬂn&lerBeachYachtClub.com

% Happy Birthday to all those celebrating their special occasion in April!
i Remember I give out treats to all those celebrating their special day
5 after the General Meeting.

Sending out cards to those for various occasions, remembrances,
thank you and support. If there is someone that would like a sunny
card or a special day shout out, please let me know.

What a fantastic day enjoyed by everyone at the ‘Ormond Garage” a

. Maritime event with Lead Jody Banjak. I will be sending out a thank
you card to the Manager Chris Maynard and their fantastic staff Ben-
jaman, Katie and Paige for wonderful service and delicious food on
March 22, 2026 to accommodate FBYC at last minute!!

7\ Chuck Banjak
/i-

&= 386.242.0465

COOL BOAT

MARINE AIR CONDITIONING, tcc

- wina!
S’tag; Cool S’m% C/aamg.

coolboatmarineair.com
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Hoist a Tankard of Grog to

This Month’s Birthday Pirates

'Maryann Lemery
|Claudia Towne
Morgan Hanrahan
|Kris Solms

|Lisa Spatola

| Bob Wuelfing

4-Apr
6-Apr
9-Apr
16-Apr
21-Apr
28-Apr

"]
_ like more information.

Melaleuca
During these times when even going to the coffee

shop is frowned upon, I am so thankful for home
delivery!

Melaleuca, an online shopping store, has over 500
products.

Everyday household essentials like: hand sanitizer,
disinfectant, hand soap, bath and body, immune
boosters, coffee, tea, granola bars, etc.... delivered to
your door.

Please contact me with any questions or if you would

Michelle Kelly - 386-283-1113
Email - manil516@hotmail.com
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Ship Store Newsletter

“April’s gentle rains nurture the soul.” -Emily Dickinson

We can help you out with some new apparel. The Ship Store will be open at our next meeting,
April 9th. Please stop by to see new shirts, hats and visors plus some sample items that will be
ready for placing an order. Come check out the store, as many items were marked on sale, to
make room for the new merch. If you have any questions/suggestions or would like to place
an order at any time, please contact us at:

Jodie Keefe at 267-307-9373; email: jumpingjodie@wcomcast.net

Kris Solms at 863-899-7703; email: krissolms@gmail.com
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PAST COMMODORES

1992-1993
1994
1995-1996
1997-1998
1999-2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006-2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023-2024
2025

Tom McBride
Ed Finney

Tom Johns
Denis Thornton
John Darrow
Paul Van Buren
Howard Graves
Pat Slattery
George Barnett
Pete Poole

Mike Cocchiola
Claudia Towne
Jane Gaulding
Dee Cocchiola
Rich Franco
Greg Hansen
Randy Meyer
Len Dignard
Bob Jaeger

Joe Lindholm
John Green
Cindy Franco
Jeanne Meyer
Alan Hendry
Joel Houslander
Richard Sirbu
Jim Kelly

Nick Ward




